Press Release

RTL Group to keep its controlling stake in
Groupe M6
Luxembourg/Cologne, 3 October 2022 – RTL Group today announced that it has decided
to keep its controlling stake in Groupe M6. The decision follows a review of strategic
options after RTL Group received several financially attractive offers for its 48.3 per cent
shareholding in Groupe M6.
Thomas Rabe, CEO of RTL Group, says: “RTL Group has been a strategic shareholder in
Groupe M6 for 35 years. Groupe M6 is one of the best-run TV companies in Europe with
an excellent management team, led by its CEO Nicolas de Tavernost. In 2021, Groupe M6
achieved record operating results. We will continue to pursue our strategy to build
national media groups of sufficient size to compete with the US platforms.”
On 16 September 2022, Groupe Bouygues, RTL Group, Groupe TF1 and Groupe M6
decided to call off their plan to merge Groupe TF1 and Groupe M6. Following this
decision, RTL Group received several financially attractive offers for its controlling stake
in Groupe M6. However, RTL Group considers the legal risks and uncertainties to be too
high, due to the required approval processes from the antitrust and media authorities,
and the timing for the upcoming license renewal for the main channel M6. RTL Group has
thus decided not to sell or reduce its 48.3 per cent shareholding in Groupe M6.
RTL Group remains convinced that market consolidation is necessary to compete with
the global tech platforms – and that market consolidation will happen in the European
TV markets sooner or later. With a strong presence across TV, radio and streaming,
Groupe M6 will play a key role in any further consolidation in the French TV industry.
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About
RTL Group

RTL Group is a leading entertainment company across broadcast, streaming, content
and digital, with interests in 56 television channels, eight streaming services and 36 radio
stations. The Group’s families of TV channels are either number one or number two in six
European countries, while RTL Group owns or has interests in radio stations in France,
Germany, Spain and Luxembourg. RTL Deutschland is the Group’s largest business unit
and Germany’s first cross-media champion, operating across TV, streaming, radio, digital
and publishing. RTL Group's streaming services include RTL+ in Germany, Videoland in
the Netherlands and 6play and Salto in France. Fremantle is one of the world’s largest
creators, producers and distributors of scripted and unscripted content, responsible for
around 12,000 hours of programming per year, alongside an international network of
teams operating in more than 25 countries. The streaming tech company Bedrock and
the ad-tech company Smartclip are also owned by RTL Group. As a market leader,
RTL Group strives to foster alliances and partnerships within the European media
industry, for example by building one-stop advertising sales houses in Germany and
the Netherlands with Ad Alliance and driving international advertising sales with
RTL Ad Alliance. Bertelsmann is the majority shareholder of RTL Group, which is listed on
the Luxembourg and Frankfurt stock exchanges and in the MDAX stock index.
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